
August 2026First & Palisade Lutheran Parish

Join us in worship
with  Pastor

Mark Eliason

First Lutheran
Church

300 Maple St
Valley Springs, SD

57068

Palisade Lutheran
Church

211 121  Streetst

Garretson, SD
57030

Parish email:
firstpalisade@

alliancecom.net

Parish office phone:
605-757-6662

Thursday, August 20  th

is the next Parish Council Meeting.  We meet at 7:00pm
at Palisade Lutheran. All Council members from both

churches are encouraged to attend.



MessageMessagePastor’s Pastor’s 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of

you has received. (1 Peter 4:10-11)
WE MISS YOU AND WE NEED TO SEE YOU!!!

           Summer is more than half over and we are quickly heading for the start of a new school
year with all that it entails, and like most summers, schedules are busy, vacations are being
taken, and we are all enjoying time with family and friends. We are able to be outside at the pool
or golf course or the park or at the lake relishing our time together. We love spending time
together with family and friends, and with such busy schedule we all must prioritize the things
we choose to do. 
           But it seems like each summer our priorities move from Sunday worship to “things that
are more important”, or “things that are more fun”. 
           I understand that families take vacations in the summer (I do too), but I find it hard to
believe that so many people are on vacation every weekend. 
           Our time together as family is important, and we need that time together to offset the
busyness of life, but time together as a family of God is important too, and the best time to get
together as the family of God is on Sunday morning at worship, and at fellowship gatherings. It is
here that we can stop and rest a while from the stresses and challenges of the week and get
refreshed and renewed in worship and fellowship. 
           At the beginning of time God spent 6 days working on creation, but God set aside one day
for us to rest and worship. Luther says this about the Sabbath, “We should fear and love God so
that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.”
The best way to hold the Sabbath sacred is to gather with your family at worship to hear and
learn what God has in store for you.
           Time together as a family of God brings life and learning together and allows us to be the
church in this place and it also allows us to be the church to the world. But to be the church
here and to the world we need people to be here, loving and supporting each other with our
words and actions and our resources.
           On July 26, First Lutheran had a Church/Community picnic in which we gathered to share
a meal and play some really fun games. We had around 35 people there. It was very hot, but
everyone had a good time and fellowship together.
           On August 9, Palisade will have their Sunday Funday after worship where everyone from
the church and anyone who wants to attend will eat together and fellowship together around
food and games.
           Aside from Worship, fellowship is the reason we gather. It is here that we can share a
laugh or a prayer, and reacquaint ourselves as we serve together.
           The Sabbath and hearing God’s word are not for Sunday morning only, we hear God’s
word and see God’s kingdom on earth each and every time we gather.
           I thank all those who came to the picnic and I look forward to seeing everyone at the
Sunday Funday here we can share God’s love and grace with each other.
           May God richly bless you and I hope to see you all in the coming weeks.
Peace,
Pastor Mark



Palisade Lutheran Online Giving
Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at

www.palisadelutheran.org and
click on the online giving menu. 

Or scan this QR code

First Lutheran Online Giving
Go to the First Lutheran Facebook

page and click
on the Vanco Link.

Or scan this QR code

Find us on Facebook:  
@FirstLutheranValley Springs

@PalisadeLC
Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed

on Facebook every Sunday!

During the month of August, Palisade Lutheran will be
collecting money for the Rock County Food Shelf.
Donations can be placed in the offering plate, in the

basket in the entryway, or by using the online option on
the website at www.palisadelutheran.org and click on the
online giving menu. Checks may be made payable to either
Palisade Lutheran w/memo for Food Shelf OR to the Rock

County Community Foundation w/memo for Food Shelf.

The Garretson Legion will be serving breakfast on Sunday,
August 2  at the American Legion Hall in Garretson nd

9 am - 1 pm.  Freewill donation.
Menu Pancakes and Sausage / Biscuites and Gravy



First Lutheran Church
Council Meeting 

First Lutheran Church
Council Meeting 

July 21, 2026 July 21, 2026 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 8 members
present and the pastor. 
Pastor led us in prayer.
Secretary’s Report: MSC.
Treasurer’s Report: MSC.

Pastor’s Report: Community service went well. Vacation Bible School has
started. First will be worshiping at Saint Dysmas in August. The community
picnic will be held July 26 from noon to 2:30 at Legion Park.First will host the
event and everyone in Valley Springs community is invited.

Old Business: We have a bid from CPBat Mitigation for $3,326.18. This will be
discussed later. Mouse traps will be set out.

New Business: A new bid for the removal of the two trees at the parsonage and
the church will be forthcoming. The Taco stand netted $1,100 this year. The
proceeds to be used for parsonage driveway upgrade.

Next Council meeting is August 18.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Hengeveld, Secretary
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