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As we enter the season of Lent some questions have been asked regarding Lent and why we 

do what we do. 

 As you may know, Lent is the 6 weeks before Easter and falls at a different time           

each year. Lent is never mentioned in Scripture, it is a season of the church that has been 

developed over the years by the church, mostly the Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches 

and is used to examine ourselves as to our sin and to take time to wait for the resurrection 

we     celebrate on Easter Sunday. 

 Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 18th, and the beginning of Lent is 46 days 

before Easter which is the first Sunday after the full moon of springtime. So, the earliest 

Easter can be is March 22 and the latest date is April 25. This year Easter falls on April 5.  

 Easter celebrates Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the grave, which is the main tenet 

of the Christian Church. 

 However, Easter also has roots in pagan spring festival. The Easter Bunny comes 

from German origins and colored eggs come for Ukrainian origins. Both represent fertility 

and new life. 

 The color of the Lenten season is purple. You can see that on the church paraments 

and the stole I wear every Sunday during Lent. 

 Purple represents both the royalty and suffering of Jesus as well as representing  

penance, mourning, and preparation for Easter. This comes from its historical association 

with royalty or emperors, and the soldiers who mocked Jesus by putting a purple robe on his 

during the illegal trial on Good Friday. When they did this, they also made purple a symbol 

of his Passion, pain, and humiliation. 

 The use of purple by the soldiers during Jesus’ trial underscores the paradox of his 

divine kingship being mocked by the worldly powers, a truth acknowledged by early Chris-

tians.  

This rich symbolism connects the earthly suffering of Jesus with his ultimate glory, 

making purple a fitting visual cue for the Lenten seasons themes of sacrifice and                  

resurrection. 

So now you know some facts about Easter that you may not have known about and 

hopefully it will help you understand some of the traditions of Lent and why we do what we 

do as we all wait for the resurrection celebration on Easter. 

 

 

God bless you all and have a blessed Lent, 

 

Pastor Mark Eliason 



First Lutheran Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 8 members present and the             

pastor.  Pastor Mark opened the meeting with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  MSC to approve the secretary’s report. 

Treasurer’s Report:  MSC to approve the treasure’s report. 

Pastor’s Report:  During Lent Pastor will be leading information for some of the things we do 

what we do.  

Old Business:  MSC: Hired someone to paint the three stairwell hallways in the church. 

New Business: 

Jerry presented the property management report on the Parsonage and discussion was had.      

At this point in time we will leave the rent as is.   

Next Council meeting is February 17.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Hengeveld, Secretary  

 

If you are a Thrivent member, chances are you 

have “CHOICE DOLLARS” that can be               

distributed to the congregation or organization of 

your choosing.  Typically, the more product you 

have, the more dollars you have to distribute.  This is real money, and you can choose 

where it goes.  Just log into your Thrivent on-line personal account and go to the 

'Generosity' tab, scroll down to 'Direct Choice Dollars' and follow the directions.  If you do 

not have an online account with Thrivent, call your agent.  If you need help, call Thrivent 

at 1-800-847-4836.  Please consider donating to First or Palisade Lutheran.    

Palisade Lutheran Council Meeting 

No January Meeting 



President Don Johnson called the meeting to order. 

 

Pastor Mark led the meeting in prayer. 

 

President Don Johnson presented a summary of 2025 activities, including the Parsonage upgrade. 

 

Secretary’s report was read and approved. 

 

Treasurer’s report, included the Parsonage report, was read and approved. 

 

Old Business:  Nothing 

 

New Business: 

MSC Parish budget was approved for 2026. 

MSC First Lutheran budget was approved for 2026. 

 

Nominations for council members are as follows: 

President:  Don Johnson 

Vice President: Dennis Roozenboom 

Secretary: Linda Hengeveld 

Treasurer: Jerry Kerkhove 

Board of Deacons: Eric Jacobs 

Board of Trustees: David Artz 

Board of Education: Gabby Verkus (3-yr term) 

       Lynn Nielsen (2 yr term) 

MSC: to accept the slate of officers as presented. 

 

Delegates Elected: Tuff Home: Dennis Boeve & Jerry Kerhove 

 Synod Assembly: Mary Finck & Lynn Nielson 

 

MSC: to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Hengeveld, Secretary 

First Lutheran Church  

Annual  Meeting 

January 18, 2026 



Newsletter information 

may be mailed to:                          

 

 

Tylene Jansma 

1019 St Highway 23 
Beaver Creek, MN 56116 

Or emailed to:                                   
btjansma@alliancecom.net 

DEADLINE for the March       

newsletter is Feb 20th, 2026 

 

Find us on Facebook: 

@FirstLutheranValleySprings 

@PalisadeLC 
 

 

Sunday morning worship                  

services are livestreamed on     

Facebook every Sunday! 

 
First Lutheran Online Giving 

 
Go to the First Lutheran 
Facebook page and click 

on the Vanco link. Or scan 
this QR code 

 
Palisade Lutheran Online Giving 

 
Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at 

www.palisadelutheran.org and 
 click on the online giving menu. 

Or scan this QR code 

 

 

Join us in worship with Pastor Mark Eliason Serving  

 

 

 

 Palisade Lutheran Church 

211 121st Street 

Garretson, SD 57030 

www.palisadelutheran.org 

First Lutheran Church 

300 Maple Street 

Valley Springs, SD 57068 

 

 

 

 
Our Parish email address is: 
firstpalisade@alliancecom.net 

 
Church office phone # is:        

605-757-6662 

 
Pastor Mark’s  

contact information is: 
Email: meliason@sio.midco.net 

Cell phone: 605-321-5633 







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

First Lutheran 

9:00am Worship w/Comm 

10:00am Sunday School 

Palisade Lutheran 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship w/Comm 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

Confirmation 

Class at First 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 
 

First Lutheran 

9:00am Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

Palisade Lutheran 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

Confirmation 

Class at First 

12 

 

 

1:30 pm 

Palisade  

WELCA Mtg 

7 pm  

Palisade 

Council               

13 14 

 

 

 

 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 
 

 

First Lutheran 

9:00am Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

Palisade Lutheran 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

7 pm  

First Council               

meeting 

18 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Ash Wednesday 

Service at       

Palisade 

19 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Parish Council 

Meeting at 

Palisade 

20 

 

 

Deadline  

for March 

Newsletter 

21 

22 
 

First Lutheran 

9:00am Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

Palisade Lutheran 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

23 24 25 

 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Lenten Service       

at First 

 

26 27 28 

First & Palisade 
Lutheran Parish      

2026 



FIRST & PALISADE LUTHERAN PARISH 

PO BOX 190 

VALLEY SPRINGS, SD  57068 

 

 


