
First & Palisade Lutheran Parish  

June 2026 

 

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICES 

 for the summer months have started ! 
 

All joint worship services start at 10:00 am 

June 7 – at First Lutheran 

June 14 – at Palisade Lutheran 

June 21 – at First Lutheran 

June 28 – at Palisade Lutheran 

 

July 5 – at Palisade Lutheran 

July 12 – Community Worship at Ballpark in Valley Springs 

July 19 – at First Lutheran 

July 26 – at Palisade Lutheran 

 

August 2 – at First Lutheran 

August 9 – at Palisade Lutheran (Sunday Fun Day) 

August 16 – at First Lutheran 

August 23 – at Palisade Lutheran 

August 30 – at First Lutheran 

 

Sept 6 – at Palisade Lutheran (Labor Day Weekend) 

Sept 13 – 9:00 am at Palisade Lutheran, 10:30am at First Lutheran 

Mark your Calendar! 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held July 26-30  

5:30pm - 7:30pm 

A light meal will be served at 5:30. 



For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God — not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us,        

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Eph 2:8-10. 

 

 

For the last few months or so a group of people have been reading and studying together the book 

by Philip Yancey titled, “What’s so amazing about grace?” and some interesting comments have come 

from this study and discussion. 

Grace, the completely free gift from God, given to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

is one of the main tenets of the Lutheran church, and was one of the main reform topics of Luther           

during the reformation, but is a topic that is often misunderstood. 

In his book, Yancey says grace is “one grand theological word that has not spoiled”, and grace is 

“the last best word because every English usage I can find retains some of the glory of the original”.  

Grace is a word that has no negative connotations and we use it, or some form of it, many times 

in our everyday lives. We are grateful when someone is kind to us, we are gratified by good news, we are 

taught to always be a gracious host, and we leave a gratuity when a service person performs well.  

As our High School seniors graduate, we congratulate them on their success and we show our 

gratefulness to our veterans on Memorial Day by holding services of honor for those we have lost and 

recognize those who are still with us by holding parades and picnics.  

Even in music there are thing called “grace notes” that are not essential to the composition, but 

that add body and fullness to it and are missed if not there.  

People all over the world are yearning for grace from a world that at times seems completely void 

of its presence. It seems as though grace has been misplaced or stuck in the back corner a closet by the 

world and it falls to the church to dig this word out of the closet and put it back where it belongs, in the 

center of our lives.  

Grace and forgiveness go hand in hand. It is only by the grace of God that we can ask for and  

receive forgiveness, and it is only by God’s grace that forgiveness is granted. This completely loving act 

of God allows us to call ourselves his children and this completely selfless act of God is what allows us to 

bestow that grace to others. Grace allows God to see us as we were meant to be, perfect creations of a 

perfect creator, and grace allows us to see each other in that same way.  

In his book Yancey tells us, “Grace teaches us that God loves us because of who God is, not      

because of who we are.” He also writes “we may be abominations, but we are still God’s pride and joy”. 

In this world of war, earthquakes, tornadoes, and man’s inhumanity to man, it is up to God’s  

people, the church, to dispense God’s grace to a world that is hungering and thirsting for it. It is up to 

us, God’s church, to see the world through “Grace-tinted glasses” and allow God’s amazing grace to 

transform the world into what God intended it to be.  

When we live as God intended us to live we will be changed. To quote theologian Walter 

Trobisch, “Christ accepts us as we are, but when he accepts us, we cannot remain as we are”. Grace 

changes us both inside and out. It turns our world upside down and though this “last best word” we will 

never be the same.  

By grace we are saved and through it we are created for good works which are our way of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Mark Eliason  



First Lutheran is in the second year of 

our commitment to Minnehaha County to 

clean the ditches along Highway 138 for 

the two miles west of the Minnesota State 

Line.  There are signs at each end of our 

route indicating that First Lutheran is 

cleaning the ditches.   

Saturday morning, April 25th, eight 

hearty souls walked for two hours picking 

up trash.  Most of the trash consisted of 

bottles, cans, paper and car parts.  Two 

dead cats and construction materials 

were also removed.  Three members of 

our support crew hauled the many filled 

bags to the end of our route.  The county 

road department picked up those bags on 

Monday.   

Walking the ditches were Jack 

Schoolcraft, Linda Hengeveld, Mark     

Eliason, Les Hengeveld, Lexia Bosch,  

Lesley Schoolcraft, Jerry Kerkhove and 

Mary Finck.  Following the walkers were 

the support team of Lynn Nielsen, Dennis 

Nielsen and Dave Marquart. 

FIRST  

LUTHERAN     

MEMBERS  

PARTICIPATE IN 

ADOPT-A-

HIGHWAY               

PROGRAM 

We will do this again in October.  A            

signup list for October will be at the           

entrance to the church in September.  

This was a very worthwhile and fun             

project.  We hope more will join us then. 



Save your empty PILL BOTTLES! 

We will donate them to various organizations                              

that can reuse them. 

There will be a container at each church to place 

your empty pill bottles  

Please wash/rinse and remove the label. 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2026 

The meeting was called to order by President Lyle Rollag.  There were 8 council members present and Pastor Mark.  The 
meeting was called to order at First. 
 
Pastor Mark lead us in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s report was read and noted. 
Treasurer’s report was read and noted.  Balance on May 21, 2026, was $18,010.98. 
 
Schedule: 
     June 7 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.  June 14 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     June 21 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.  June 28 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     July 5 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     July 12 Valley Springs Legion Park Community Worship. 
     July 19 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.  July 26 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     August 2 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.  August 9 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     August 16 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.  August 23 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     August 30 Joint service at First at 10:00 am. 
     September 6 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am. 
     September 13 Regular service times. 9:00 am at Palisade and 10:30 am at First.  
 
Old Business:  Pastor Mark is in the process of selecting a date for the Parish to serve the Banquet.  Worship at ST.   
Dysmas will be on June 25th for Palisade and July 23rd for First.  The Parish is still collecting empty prescription containers. 
 
New Business:  None   
 
Next Parish Council Meeting will be on August 20, 2026, at 7:00 pm at Palisade.   
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:30 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Les Hengeveld, Secretary 



Newsletter information 

may be mailed to:                          

 

 

Tylene Jansma 

1019 St Highway 23 
Beaver Creek, MN 56116 

Or emailed to:                                   
btjansma@alliancecom.net 

DEADLINE for the July newsletter 

is June 22nd, 2026 

 

Find us on Facebook: 

@FirstLutheranValleySprings 

@PalisadeLC 
 

 

Sunday morning worship                  

services are livestreamed on     

Facebook every Sunday! 

 
First Lutheran Online Giving 

 
Go to the First Lutheran 
Facebook page and click 

on the Vanco link. Or scan 
this QR code 

 
Palisade Lutheran Online Giving 

 
Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at 

www.palisadelutheran.org and 
 click on the online giving menu. 

Or scan this QR code 

 

 

Join us in worship with Pastor Mark Eliason Serving  

 

 

 

 Palisade Lutheran Church 

211 121st Street 

Garretson, SD 57030 

www.palisadelutheran.org 

First Lutheran Church 

300 Maple Street 

Valley Springs, SD 57068 

 

 

 
Our Parish email address is: 
firstpalisade@alliancecom.net 

 
 

Church office phone # is:        
605-757-6662 

 
Pastor Mark’s  

contact information is: 
Email: meliason@sio.midco.net 

Cell phone: 605-321-5633 

“A heartfelt thanks to all of our 
church family and friends who   

attended our 50th Wedding        
celebration on Sunday the 26th    
of April at Palisade Lutheran, 

and / or sent a card.” 

Gary and Cheryl Lyngen 

Garretson American Legion                 
is serving breakfast on                  

Sunday, June 7th,                             
9am—1pm.                                   

Freewill donation. 

Menu:  Omelets and Toast 

/Scrambled Eggs and Ham 



Palisade Lutheran  

No meeting in May 

 

Palisade Lutheran members will be worshiping at St Dysmas  

on Thursday evening, June 25th.  

 

First Lutheran members will be invited to worship at St. Dysmas  

on Thursday evening, July 23rd. 

 
 

St. Dysmas is an ELCA congregation located behind the 

walls of the SD State Penitentiary  

 

Each person attending will need to complete a background 

check. Forms are available from Pastor Mark. 

First Lutheran Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 19, 2026 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 9 members present and the pastor.  

Pastor led us in prayer. 

Secretary’s Report:  MSC. 

Treasurer’s Report:  MSC. 

Pastor’s Report:  Confirmation classes are completed for the year.  Three students will be confirmed on Reformation 

Sunday in October.  Next year there will be two students from Palisade. 

Old Business:  We are in contact with Orkin for pest control.  Palisade will be attending St. Dysmas services on June 

25 and First will be attending on July 23. 

New Business:  The council will be receiving a bid from ACD Concrete for the removal and installation of a new  

sidewalk on the north end of the church. 

Next Council meeting is June 16.   The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Hengeveld, Secretary 
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3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 6 

 

 

 

7     
 

 

10am 

JOINT Worship w/

Communion 

At First Lutheran 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

1:30 pm 

Palisade  

WELCA Mtg 

7 pm  

Palisade Council               

meeting 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14    
 

10am 

JOINT Worship w/

Communion 

At Palisade Lutheran 

15 16 

 

 

 

7 pm  

First Council               

meeting 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

21 

 
10am 

JOINT Worship 

At First Lutheran 

 

 

22 

 

 

Deadline  

for July 

Newsletter 

23 24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

Palisade          

worshiping at   

St. Dysmas 

26 

 

 

27 

28 

 

10am 

JOINT Worship  

At Palisade Lutheran 

29 30     

First & Palisade  
Lutheran Parish      

June 2026 
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