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10am JOINT Worship w/Communion 

at Palisade Lutheran

July 12
10am COMMUNITY Worship 

at the Ballpark in Valley Springs

July 19
10am JOINT Worship w/Communion 

at First Lutheran
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July 2026First & Palisade Lutheran Parish

Join us in worship
with  Pastor

Mark Eliason

First Lutheran
Church

300 Maple St
Valley Springs, SD

57068

Palisade Lutheran
Church

211 121  Streetst

Garretson, SD
57030 July 26

10am JOINT Worship 
at Palisade Lutheran

12 -2:30 pm
First Lutheran Community Picnic/Potluck

Vacation Bible School
Sunday - Thursday, July 26-30,  5:30 - 7:30pm

Kids Pre-K thru 5  Grade are welcome!th

Parish email:
firstpalisade@

alliancecom.net

Parish office phone:
605-757-6662



“DO NOT BE AFRAID”
 

           For the summers of 1977, ’78, and ’79 I was a counselor at a Bible camp in central
Iowa so I have had some experience with kids who can’t wait to get to camp and some
who, when they get there, don’t want to stay. 
           For those who are tentative about staying, it can be a very stressful time, because
they are facing the unknown and are WAY outside their comfort zone. All they can see is
their parents leaving and that they are surrounded by a bunch of crazy high school and
college students who are bound and determined to help them do things they have never
done before.        
 For most of us, the unknown is a scary thing and, even if we won’t admit it, we want to
run away from that unknown future and go back to what we know and what is
comfortable for us. We want to remain in those places and with those people with whom
we are most familiar. We like things the way they are, and we do not like big surprises.
 This makes me think about how terrified some people were when they experienced
some of the things Jesus did when he was on this earth.
 Imagine what it would be like to see someone walking across the water during a storm,
or when you see someone you have been close to for years go through torture and death
for no apparent reason, and then, after three days, when you go to the place his body
was laid, you feel the earth shaking under your feet and you see that the tomb is empty. 
           These things can, and I am sure were, terrifying, but for every experience of terror
Jesus’ followers experienced the phrase “Do not be afraid” was spoken to them, either
by Jesus himself or by an angel or messenger from God.
           So, when we are faced with the unknown or with frightening experiences, we can
turn to God for reassurance that we are not alone and that we can face the unknown
with confidence in that God who knows the exact number of hairs on our heads and
who will be there to protect us from harm.
           This year, as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of our country, I think back to the
fear and apprehension of the people who first settled in our country. They too were in
new place, experiencing new and frightening things, and wondering if they would even
survive.
 Today, we can be apprehensive about many things but, Jesus reminds us, do not be
afraid for I am with you, always, even to the end of the age.
 So, this summer, as you celebrate together, whether that be with your family, your
community, or at the Bible camps, remember, God has given us the greatest gift of all,
salvation and forgiveness through Jesus Christ, in a country where we can feel safe and
free.
 And now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Peace,
Pastor Mark

MessageMessagePastor’s Pastor’s 



KIDS!
Vacation Bible School is

Sunday - Thursday, July 26-30
at the Reformed Church in Valley Springs  

5:30 Supper
6:00 - 7:30pm Vacation Bible School

Kids Pre-K thru 5  Grade are welcome!th

First Lutheran Church
is hosting a Community Picnic 

on Sunday, July 26th

12 noon - 2:30 pm

at Legion Park (ballpark)
in Valley Springs

Stay tuned to the
weekly bulletins

for more info!

Donations needed for VBS supper:  
1 pound of butter, 3 pkgs of regular chips,
10 loaves of white bread, 10 gal. of juice,

4 lbs of baby carrots, 3 pkgs of deli/sandwich ham meat

IF YOU CAN HELP, THERE IS A SIGNUP SHEET IN THE
ENTRYWAY AT CHURCH.  PLEASE SIGN UP BY SUN, JULY 19TH



11 AM — 1 PM 

PALISADE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Menu includesgrilledhamburger orhotdog, salad, chips,
featuring HOMEMADE pie with ice cream! 

 

SUNDAY FUN DAY ACTIVITIES 
11to 1 PM

Outdoor Lawn Games 
Water balloons, Ladder Golf, Cornhole 

Worship service on the lawn at 10 AM 
Bring your lawn chair 

Free-Will Donation 
Proceeds will be used to fund WELCA projects.

Thrivent Action Team Sponsored event 

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Location: Rural Rock County, MN
Corner of MN Hwy 23 and County Rd 5 (121st Street) 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 



The Palisade WELCA met on June 11 , 2026, at 1:30pm. Those in attendance were Pastor Mark,
Candace, Linda, Dottie and Deb.

th

 
 Pastor Mark led Bible study with chapter 9 from the book, What’s So Amazing About Grace? “Getting
Even”.

 No Business meeting was held.
                              
 Candace distributed treasurer’s report. Easter lilies had donations of $251.00 and $109.00 was spent.
Another donation of $200.00 for Lyngen’s use of basement. Ending  balance in checking as of June 8
is: $1017.40.

th

 Discussion on Pie & Ice cream Social and Sunday Funday scheduled for August 9 . There will be
10am Joint Worship outdoor service and games are planned. Further  discussion needed with
Outreach committee.

th

 Next WELCA meeting is Thursday, July 9  at 1:30pm.              th

 
Deb Johnson, Secretary

Palisade Lutheran Online Giving
Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at

www.palisadelutheran.org and
click on the online giving menu. 

Or scan this QR code

First Lutheran Online Giving
Go to the First Lutheran Facebook

page and click
on the Vanco Link.

Or scan this QR code

Find us on Facebook:  
@FirstLutheranValley Springs

@PalisadeLC
Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed

on Facebook every Sunday!



The Palisade Church council was called to order by President Rodney Lowe. Others present were
Pastor Mark Eliason, Tylene Jansma, Pete Bakken, Kelvin Edmunson, Matt Sorenson, Lori
Sorenson & Lani Kruger

Pastor opened with devotions.

Lori Sorenson shared information on Carson’s Cause. 

Secretary’s Report: Read, reviewed and approved with the following corrections. St. Dysmas
worship will be June 25 , with a maximum of 6 people that can attend.th

Treasure’s Report: Reviewed, discussed and approved as printed. Maturing CD’s in June will be
renewed at the current rate.

Pastors report: Discussion has started on the Ice Cream Social & Sunday Fun Day which will be
held on Sunday, August 9 . Confirmation classes are completed. Attended several graduation
parties. Made home visits.

th

Correspondence: Reviewed correspondence.

Outreach Team: Will set a meeting date in June to plan for August 9th.

Old Business: 
           Received updated information on Aaker Estate $.
           Pastor’s picture – have picture. Need to frame and hang up.
           St. Dysmas – Palisade worshipping on Thursday, June 25  at St. Dysmas. th

 Pastor Mark will invite Pastor Jeff Baecker to next Council meeting.

 New Business: 
Rock County Rural Water has installed a new water meter. Matt Sorenson will check into signing
up for text alerts for unusual water use.
Motion was made to give $5,000 from Aaker Estate $ to Carson’s Cause. Motion seconded and
carried.
Motion was made to send Shetek Lutheran Ministries the yearly budgeted amount plus an
additional $1,000 from the Aaker Estate $.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Tylene Jansma, 
Secretary Pro-Tem                              
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Palisade Lutheran
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The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 7 members present
and the pastor.
 
Pastor Mark led us in prayer.
 
Secretary’s Report MSC 
Treasurer’s Report MSC
 
Pastor’s Report: It’s summer time - quiet, slow and mellow. Michael and Gabby, visiting
the Philippines, are safe as they were not in the earthquake area. Need members to go
to St. Dysmas in July.
 
Old Business: 
The bid from Orkin was so high, it was suggested that we plug any apparent holes
ourselves. An access panel is off in the east office, the bat may have came into the
sanctuary through that. The cleaning lady found a dead bat so maybe that was the only
one. Suggested traps be set for the mice. 
 
Decided on July 26, 2026 for community picnic. Time is noon to 2:30 pm at Legion Park,
if available or at church if park is busy. First Lutheran will serve hamburgers and hot
dogs, side dishes supplied by members or guests. Everyone in Valley is welcome. We
will have games, kites and a lot of fun. Mary will ask WELCA to fund the event.
 
New Business:
Hope Haven rebuilds wheelchairs for overseas. There is an opportunity for volunteers
to travel with the group to Costa Rica, to deliver these chairs. Need to sign up by July 1.
Pastor has the number.
 
Next Council meeting is July 21, 2026. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Finck, Secretary Pro Tem

First Lutheran Church
Council Meeting 

First Lutheran Church
Council Meeting 

June 16, 2026 June 16, 2026 



FAQs
What is a “synod”?

In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a synod is a district,
usually geographic, which coordinates the work of congregations within its

territory. There are 65 synods in the ELCA, each of which elects a bishop who not
only serves his or her synod but also the whole ELCA, meeting regularly in

gatherings of the Conference of Bishops. 
Who is the bishop of the South Dakota Synod? How can I contact the bishop’s

office?
The bishop is the Rev. Constanze Hagmaier, who was elected to a six-year term at

the South Dakota Synod Assembly in June 2019. She was reelected by the 2025
South Dakota Synod Assembly on May 30, 2025. 

You may contact Bishop Hagmaier at:
Bishop Constanze Hagmaier
South Dakota Synod, ELCA

Sioux Falls, SD 57197
chagmaier@sdsynod.org

605-274-4020
How do I find out what’s going on around the South Dakota Synod?

See our Events Calendar and Synod News Posts for the latest goings-on.
Whom do I contact if I’m interested in becoming a Pastor or Deacon in the ELCA?

Visit our Candidacy page for complete information and links.
Whom do I contact if I’m interested in making a gift to a ministry of the synod or

ELCA?
Please visit the Synod’s Make a Donation or contact Rev. Jonathan Vehar,

Associate to the Bishop, at 605-274-4011 or jvehar@sdsynod.org.
How can I find an ELCA congregation near me?

The ELCA maintains a congregation locator on the ELCA website.
Where can I find out more about the Lutheran church?

Visit the ELCA website and follow the links under ELCA Teaching for good
information.
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First & Palisade Lutheran Parish 

PO BOX 190

Valley Springs, SD 57068

 


	July 2026
	First & Palisade Lutheran Parish

	July 5  10am JOINT Worship w/Communion  at Palisade Lutheran
	July 12 10am COMMUNITY Worship  at the Ballpark in Valley Springs
	July 19 10am JOINT Worship w/Communion  at First Lutheran
	July 26 10am JOINT Worship  at Palisade Lutheran 12 -2:30 pm First Lutheran Community Picnic/Potluck
	July 26 10am JOINT Worship  at Palisade Lutheran
	Vacation Bible School Sunday - Thursday, July 26-30,  5:30 - 7:30pm Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade are welcome!
	Message
	Pastor’s
	“DO NOT BE AFRAID”

	KIDS! Vacation Bible School is Sunday - Thursday, July 26-30 at the Reformed Church in Valley Springs
	5:30 Supper 6:00 - 7:30pm Vacation Bible School
	Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade are welcome!
	Donations needed for VBS supper:   1 pound of butter, 3 pkgs of regular chips, 10 loaves of white bread, 10 gal. of juice, 4 lbs of baby carrots, 3 pkgs of deli/sandwich ham meat

	Stay tuned to the weekly bulletins for more info!
	First Lutheran Church is hosting a Community Picnic  on Sunday, July 26th
	12 noon - 2:30 pm
	at Legion Park (ballpark) in Valley Springs
	PALISADE LUTHERAN CHURCH

	Sunday, August 9, 2026
	11 AM — 1 PM
	Menu includesgrilledhamburger orhotdog, salad, chips,
	featuring HOMEMADE pie with ice cream!
	EVERYONE WELCOME!
	SUNDAY FUN DAY ACTIVITIES
	11to 1 PM
	Outdoor Lawn Games  Water balloons, Ladder Golf, Cornhole
	Bring your lawn chair
	Worship service on the lawn at 10 AM




	Find us on Facebook:   @FirstLutheranValley Springs @PalisadeLC Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed on Facebook every Sunday!
	Palisade Lutheran Online Giving Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at www.palisadelutheran.org and click on the online giving menu.  Or scan this QR code
	First Lutheran Online Giving Go to the First Lutheran Facebook page and click on the Vanco Link. Or scan this QR code

	Palisade Lutheran Church Council Meeting
	June 11, 2026

	First Lutheran Church Council Meeting
	June 16, 2026

	FAQs What is a “synod”? In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a synod is a district, usually geographic, which coordinates the work of congregations within its territory. There are 65 synods in the ELCA, each of which elects a bishop who not only serves his or her synod but also the whole ELCA, meeting regularly in gatherings of the Conference of Bishops.  Who is the bishop of the South Dakota Synod? How can I contact the bishop’s office? The bishop is the Rev. Constanze Hagmaier, who was elected to a six-year term at the South Dakota Synod Assembly in June 2019. She was reelected by the 2025 South Dakota Synod Assembly on May 30, 2025.  You may contact Bishop Hagmaier at: Bishop Constanze Hagmaier South Dakota Synod, ELCA Sioux Falls, SD 57197 chagmaier@sdsynod.org 605-274-4020 How do I find out what’s going on around the South Dakota Synod? See our Events Calendar and Synod News Posts for the latest goings-on. Whom do I contact if I’m interested in becoming a Pastor or Deacon in the ELCA? Visit our Candidacy page for complete information and links. Whom do I contact if I’m interested in making a gift to a ministry of the synod or ELCA? Please visit the Synod’s Make a Donation or contact Rev. Jonathan Vehar, Associate to the Bishop, at 605-274-4011 or jvehar@sdsynod.org. How can I find an ELCA congregation near me? The ELCA maintains a congregation locator on the ELCA website. Where can I find out more about the Lutheran church? Visit the ELCA website and follow the links under ELCA Teaching for good information.
	July 2026
	Sun - Thurs    Vacation Bible School 5:30 - 7:30pm
	Deadline for the August newsletter is July 24th - Please email information to btjansma@alliancecom.net

	First & Palisade Lutheran Parish  PO BOX 190 Valley Springs, SD 57068

