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Our September schedule

Sunday, Sept. 6th

10:00 am JOINT Worship w/Communion
at Palisade Lutheran

Sunday, Sept 13th

10:00 am JOINT Worship
at Palisade Lutheran

Sunday, Sept 2oth - SCHEDULE CHANGES

9:00 am Worship at Palisade Lutheran
10:30 am Worship at First Lutheran

Sunday, Sept 27th - RALLY SUNDAY

Palisade Lutheran
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
First Lutheran
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Potluck Lunch




S otors

For most people summer is the best season of the year. The kids are out of school,
vacations are planned and taken, the swimming pools are filled with excited kids and adults, and
everyone is wrapped up in all that summer has to offer. Summer is a time of busyness and rest,
all at the same time. We love summer!!!

Summer at the church is a time when we step back and plan for the upcoming school year
as we anticipate Advent and Christmas, followed by Lent and Easter and before we know it
summer is here again. So, summer at the church, is a bit more quite than the rest of the year,
but it also comes with some challenges.

As you have probably guessed, summer is the time of the year when people are not in
church as much because of all the activities that are available.

This year is no different than past years. Attendance at worship this summer has fallen off,
but this year it has been especially noticeable. Church attendance has fallen by more than half
for the past 3 months or so, and it has shown in both the participation in all the summer
activities as well as in the giving to the church budget. Summer worship attendance was as few
as 15 people on Sunday as compared to an average attendance of 5o during the school year, and
this means not only that the pews are empty, but so are the offering plates.

Now, the reason we worship is not about how much money is in the plate on Sunday, it is
about worship the God of our salvation and teaching and learning and fellowship, but the lack of
butts in the pews affects us all in many ways, and that includes financial support for our mission
and ministry.

That is why I am excited to have Sunday school start again and having the choir active again
and beginning new confirmation classes. These opportunities for worship and learning and
fellowship give me renewed energy (and new tiredness), that reminds me of why this community
of faith is so important. We are here to serve God and each other and to be reminded of the
great gift that has been given to us through Jesus’ death and resurrection, and yes, it also means
that our budget concerns will hopefully be eliminated.

So, | ask that as you return to regular worship attendance you would prayerfully consider
what your gift to the church will be so that we can serve our Lord together as children of God,
blessed with many gifts we are called to share.

As we enter into another fall/winter season | look forward to reacquainting myself with all of
you as we worship our God and support this congregation of faith as God has called us to.

| pray that you all had a great summer, as | did, and | pray that as we gather for worship we
will all be renewed to learn and share what we have learned with others and that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ will be spread to the world through us.

See you in Church!!!

Pastor Mark Eliason



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
will be
at First Lutheran on Sunday, Sept. 27th

at Palisade Lutheran (TBD)

Palisade Lutheran Harvest Fest w/Basket & Bucket Drawings
Sunday, November 1st.

h”r\/eQ'l' We will have a joint worship service at 10:00 am
i R\: Q>+ ok with the Harvest Fest 11:00am - 12:30pm

Serving Barbeques, Salads, Chips and Homemade Bars
FREEWILL DONATION

Find us on Facebook:
@FirstLutheranValley Springs
@PalisadelC
Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed
on Facebook every Sunday!

Palisade Lutheran Online Giving First Lutheran Online Giving
Go to the Palisade Lutheran website at Go to the First Lutheran Facebook
www.palisadelutheran.org and page and click
click on the online giving menu. on the Vanco Link.

Or scan this QR code Or scan this QR code




Pallisade Lutheran Ghurch
Gouncil Meeting

August 15, 2026

The Palisade Church council was called to order by President Rodney Lowe. Others
present were Tylene Jansma, Dave Swenson, Kelvin Edmunson, Peter Bakken, Pastor
Mark and Deb Kruger. Pastor Laura.

Pastor Laura opened with devotions. Pastor Mark opened with a prayer.

Pastor Laura {from St. Dysmas} was at the meeting to offer more insight into what St.
Dysmas is and how they are funded. Funding comes from donations.

Secretary’s Report: Read, reviewed and approved with corrections on the St. Dysmas
dates.

Treasure’s Report: Reviewed, discussed and placed on file. Adding that the council would
like a report on the Aaker money twice a year.

Pastors report: Pastor will start confirmation in September. Pastor will be on vacation
September 6™ and September 13™.

Outreach team: will meet August 23™ after worship to discuss the upcoming Fall Festival.

Old Business: Pastor’s picture. Deb will work on this.
St. Dysmas: Motion made and carried to give and additional $1000.00 donation to
St.Dysmas

Correspondence: received a thank you from Shetek bible camp.

New Business: Discussion on the water issue in the basement Sunday school room. The
problem has been resolved but council will set up a calling tree for the cleaning person, if
she should ever notice a problem, she will know who to call.

Air conditioner: It is not cooling well in the basement. Peter will call Busse heating.
Community Support: a motion was made and carried to give a $500.00 donation to a
church family.

Next council meeting: October 8th,2026 at 7:00pm
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer
Deb Kruger, Sec



first Lutheran Chureh
Gouncil Meeting
August 18, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 9 members present
and the pastor.

Pastor led us in prayer.

Secretary’s Report: MSC.

Treasurer’s Report: MSC.

Pastor’s Report: The community picnic was held with 35 or 40 attending. We will be
having a supply pastor on September 6 and 13. Confirmation will begin mid to late
September with two students.

Old Business: Mouse traps will be set out soon.

New Business: A bid for the removal of the tree at the parsonage will be
forthcoming.The dead tree at the church will be removed by church members.
September 27 will be Rally Day with a potluck at First. Service times for the new year
will change on September 20 with Palisade at 9:00 and First at 10:30.

Next Council meeting is September 15. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Hengeveld, Secretary

first Lutheran Special Meeting August 23, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Don Johnson with 8 members
present.

The only topic for discussion for this special meeting was to approve the north

sidewalk replacement. After discussion on MSC to approve the bid of $4,300
for the work.

Meeting adjourned at 11:15.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Hengeveld, Secretary



The meeting was called to order by Vice President Dennis Roozenboom. There were 9

council members present and Pastor Mark. The meeting was called to order at
Palisade.

Pastor Mark lead us in prayer.

Secretary’s report was read and noted.
Treasurer’s report was read and noted. Balance on August 20, 2026, was $19,573.46.

Schedule

August 23 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am.

August 30 Joint service at First at 10:00 am.

September 6 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am.

September 13 Joint service at Palisade at 10:00 am.

September 20 Regular services (Palisade at 9:00 am and First at 10:30 am)
September 27 Rally day at First with potluck lunch.

November 1 Palisade Harvest Fest (joint worship at Palisade at 10:00 am)

Old Business: No contact has been made with serving the Banquet yet. Palisade
worship at St. Dysmas went well.

New Business: None

Next Parish Council Meeting will be on November 19, 2026, at 7:00 pm at First. This will
be the annual budget meeting.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Les Hengeveld, Secretary
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First & Palisade Lutheran Parish
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